
elements of the science and has illustrated them by facts
drawn from general science and industry as well as from
medicine. The technie described is accurate and sufficient.
The detailed knowledge of Immunity, still a terra incognita
to some physicians, may seem unnecessary and capable of little
application in a drug-store. But the rôle of the pharmacist ¡is
an educator in sanitary matters may be indefinitely extended,
since bis opportunities for influencing public opinion certainly
are not far behind those of the physician. In the practical
application of bacteriology to disinfection, the author has
recognized a legitimate field for the professional skill of the
pharmacist. He must sell and sometimes prepare disinfect-
ants. He ought to know and on occasion be able to apply
the methods of estimating the strength of these agents. The
sterilization of medicines is thoroughly dealt with. A chap-
ter is devoted to a brief account of the various communicable
diseases and a final chapter gives a brief description of the
equipment of a microscopic and bactériologie laboratory.
If pharmacy is to maintain its position as a sister profes-

sion to medicine, there need be no dispute regarding the
propriety of the addition, of bacteriology to pbarmaeeutic
courses. If any one thinks otherwise we commend to him
a. perusal of Professor Schneider's book. The curriculums of
the average pbarmaeeutic schools, however, are now consti-
tuted in such a way that there is no room for practical
courses in bacteriology. The introduction of such courses
will necessitate marked changes in the college programs and
the emphasis placed on different phases of the instruction.
But between a knowledge of the pharmaoognosy of Cinchona
bark and a knowledge of the bacteriology of diphtheria, the
preference might well be given to the latter.
It is to be hoped that the changing conditions in the pro-

fession of pharmacy may make the pharmacist more compe-
tent to help physicians in making bactériologie and other
tests. If the book awakens the pharmacists of the country
to a realization of their opportunities, it will have served
a useful purpose.
Outlines of Applied Optics. By P. G. Nutting, Associate

Physicist Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C.Cloth. Price,
$2 net. Pp. 234, with 73 illustrations. Philadelphia: P.Blakis-
ton's Son & Company, 1912.

This book has been written for the practical worker in optics
rather than for the student or general reader. It deals with
optical instruments and optical measurements and "is intended
for the man in the field designing instruments, measuring color,
examining eyes, identifying illuminants, etc." It is essentially
a manual of mathematical formulas for working out the prob-
lems indicated in the above quotation. Unfortunately, we are
unable to criticize all portions of the work with equal assur-
ance but would call attention to the following on page 115.
"The limits of accommodation are by no means the 25 cm.

to infinity ordinarily taken as the limits of the normal visual
distance. The normal eye, even at middle age, can easily
accommodate itself to an object beyond infinity, i. e., a meter
behind the eye, or as near as 10 cm. in front of the eye. The
power of accommodation decreases considerably, in practically
all cases, from childhood to old age."
The normal enimetropic eye cannot at, any age accommodate

itself to any point beyond infinity, and at middle life can not
be accommodated to a point as near as 10 cm. in trout of the
eve. The last seul éneo quoted is quite true if the xvord "practi-
cally" be omitted.

Food for the Invalid and the Convalescent. ByWinifredStuart Gibbs, Dietitian for the New York Association for Improvingthe Condition of the Poor. Cloth. Price, $0.75. New York: Mac-
millan Company, 1912.
The title of this book does not do justice to the text.

Instead of being merely another of the many books on sick-
room dietetics, it is also an excellent manual of domestic
economy. There are directions for buying all kinds of food-
supplies and for keeping them after they are purchased. A
warning is issued against dirty stores. The necessity for
good cooking is explained and the results of bad cooking are
enumerated. The various terms used in cooking\p=m-\boiling,
stewing, etc.\p=m-\are defined. The recipes are all good and
practical. Under the title "Feeding the Healthy," bills of

fare are given showing how to plac meals for families of
different size at low cost, and at the same time to have
variety and proper proportions of foodstuffs. The cost of
each item is givne, the prices being those charged in New
York. The book should be of great value not only to visiting
nurses, sociologic workers and physicians in dispensary prac-
tice, but also to housekeepers.
Le Liquide C\l=e'\phalo-Rachidien Normal et Pathologique.

Valeur Clinique de l'Examen Chimique. Syndromes Humoraux dans
les Diverses Affections. Par W. Mestrezat, Docteur en M\l=e'\decine,Licenci\l=e'\\l=e`\s Sciences, Chef des Travaux de Chimie \l=a`\ la Facult\l=e'\de
M\l=e'\decine de Montpellier.Paper.Price, 12 francs.Pp. 681. Paris:
A. Maloine, 1912.
This extensive monograph on the cerebrospinal fluid is one

of the most thorough and complete works on the subject.
An enormous mass of detail, concerning the normal values
for the chemical and physical properties of this fluid, has
been arranged in a most serviceable and interesting manner.
In the second portion of the work, the pathologic variations
in theee properties are so fully discussed that little is left
to be desired.
The style of the book is clear and concise. The arrange-

ment of the subject-matter s excellent. This book is one
which should be in the library of every laboratory worker
and should porve of great interest and value to the clinician.
Essentials of Surface Anatomy. By Charles R. Whittaker,

F.R.C.S. (Ed.), F.R.S.E., Senior Demonstrator of Anatomy, Sur-
geons' Hall, Edinburgh. Second Edition. Cloth. Price, $1.40.
Pp. 59, with illustrations. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co.,
1912.
This little manual, now appearing in its second edition,

has the distinguishing merit of concise and accurte descrip-
tion. The illustrations are well executed and calculated to
be useful by not attempting to show too much. In this
edition several extra markings have been inserted and a few

outline illustrations provided.

Medicolegal
•

Malpractice Suit Based on Failure of Operation for Tic Doulou-
reux—Operating Without Consent or on Consent for Dif-
ferent Operation—Having Hospital and Another Sur-

geon Operate—Expert Testimony
(Robinson vs. Crotwell (Ala.), 57 So. It. 28)

The Supreme Court of Alabama reverses a judgment ren-
dered against the defendant for malpractice, remanding the
ease for a new trial, becausu it concludes that the jury was
more moved by sympathy for plaintiff, who bad undergone an
unsuccessful operation, than by consideration of the law and
the facts. Thero ¡s no rule of responsibility which requires of
the physician or surgeon infallibility in the diagnosis or treat-
ment of diseases.
For some years the plaintiff, the court says, hud been

treated by the defendant, and other medical men for tie
douloureux, an exceedingly painful disease of the nerve xvhich
supplies the face with sensation. In keeping xvith the general.
if not universal experience, medicaments bad been of no avail.
The defendant, xvho kept a hospital, advised an operation, and.
after consulting xvith the plaintiff, procured his (defendant's)
brother, xvho made a specialty of surgical cases, to perform tho
operation for a compensation agreed on, and to be paid by the
plaintiff. The defendant's brother was not interested in tho
hospital and had no business connection xvith the defendant.
The operation was not successful in relieving the suffering
caused by the plaintiff's Spécifie disease, and, besides, left him
xvith some disfigurement, and without the protection afforded
the brain by the hard plate of his skull over an area of iJ'/i, by
\y.< inches. Afterward this action for malpractice was brought,.
In one aspect of his case, the plaintiff contended that tho

defendant caused a dangerous operation to be performed on
him, after assuring him that the operation to be performed
xvould be a mere trifle, as operations go, and would involve no
serious consequences. If the plaint ill's contention in this regard
was true, the defendant's conduct would seem to be indefensible.
But the verdict, if rendered on this aspect of the case, ought
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